MADAME CURIE
During the first months of the war she had had an important
consultation with Ir&ne.
"The government has asked citizens to bring in their gold,
and soon there will be some loans floated," she said to her
daughter. "I am going to give up the little gold I possess. I shall
add to this the scientific medals, which are quite useless to me,
There is something else: by sheer laziness I had allowed the
money for my second Nobel Prize to remain in Stockholm in
Swedish crowns. This is the chief part of what we possess. I
should like to bring it back here and invest it in war loans. The
State needs it. Only, I have no illusions: this money will
probably be lost. I don't want to commit such 'nonsense,3
therefore, unless you approve."
Changed into francs, the Swedish crowns became bonds,
"national subscriptions" or "voluntary contributions," and were
frittered away as Marie had foreseen* She took her gold to the
Bank of France: the official who received her accepted the
money but indignantly refused to send the glorious medals to be
melted down. Marie was not flattered: she judged such
fetishism absurd, and took her collection back to the laboratory
with a shrug of the shoulders.
When an hour's respite was accorded her, Mme Curie some-
times sat down on a bench in the garden in Rue Pierre Curie
where her lime-trees were growing. She looked at the Radium
Institute, new and deserted. She thought of her collaborators,
all at the front, of her favourite assistant, the Pole Jan Danysz,
who had died like a hero. She sighed. When would this
bloody horror come to an end? And when would she be able
to get back to physics again?
She did not waste time with empty dreams, and without
ceasing to "make war," she slowly and quietly prepared for
peace. She found time to strip the laboratory in the Rue Cuvier
and install it in the Rue Pierre Curie. Packing, loading and
unloading, driving her old radiological car from one building to
another, she accomplished this patient work, of which the result
soon appeared: the new laboratory was ready! Marie com-
pleted the installation by an impressive fortification of sandbags